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And | saw an angel coming down out of
heaven, having the key to the Abyss and
holding in his hand a great chain. 2 He
seized the dragon, that ancient serpent,
who Is the devil, or Satan, and bound him
for a thousand years. 3 He threw him into
the Abyss, and locked and sealed it over
him, to keep him from deceiving the nations
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anymore until the thousand years were
ended. After that, he must be set free for a

short time. (Rev. 20:1-3, NIV)




Since the children have flesh and blood, he
too shared in their humanity so that by his
death he might destroy him who holds the
power of death-- that is, the devil-- 1> and
free those who all their lives were held In
slavery by their fear of death. (Heb. 2:14-
15, NIV; cf. Mt. 12.29; Lk. 10.17, 18; John
12.31; 16.11; Col. 2.15; 2 Thes 2.6-7; 1 Jn.
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When the thousand years are over, Satan
will be released from his prison & and will
go out to deceive the nations in the four
corners of the earth-- Gog and Magog-- to
gather them for battle. In number they are

like the sand on the seashore. (Rev. 20:7-
8, NIV)
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The Interpretive Journey
New Testament

14. Letters
15. Gospels
16. Acts

17. Revelation




NT — Revelation

e |Introduction

“When we asked him about the End of the
world, he told us that Nero and the Antichrist
were to come first. ...There is no doubt that
the Antichrist, conceived by an evil spirit, has
already been born. He is now a child and
will take over the empire when he comes of
age. We heard all this from him seven years

ago. Ponder how close these coming fearful
events arel”

- Sulpicius Severus, quoting Martin of Tours, ~ A.D. 397



NT — Revelation

e |Introduction

“I hold that the interpretation of each several
passage Is in some way hidden and more
wonderful. For even although | do not
understand it, yet | suspect that some
deeper meaning underlies the words. For |
do not measure and judge these things by
my own reasoning, but, assigning to faith the
greater value, | have come to the conclusion
that they are too high for my comprehension,
and | do not reject what | have not



NT — Revelation

e |Introduction

understood, but | rather wonder that | did not
Indeed see them.”

- Dionysius bishop of Alexandria, On Promises ~ A.D. 527



NT — Revelation

e |Introduction

— Your Initial response to reading Revelation?

— “revelation of Jesus Christ” (Rev. 1:1)

 “revelation” — unveiling or open display
e “of Jesus Christ” — both about Jesus and from Jesus

— In this “final chapter” of the Bible, God pulls back
the curtain to give his people a glimpse of his
plans for human history—plans that center
around Jesus.



Historical context

— Persecution of Christians is becoming more
iIntense and widespread.
e 1:9; 2:3, 9-10, 13; 3:8; 6:9
 Emperor Domitian (A.D. 81-96)




— But some Christians are turning away from
Christ and compromising with the world

system.

— Revelation has a double-edged message

Comfort for
those suffering
persecution

———C
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Warning for the
complacent and
ompromising

———C

—_—




Literary genre?

— A letter

* Opens and closes like a NT letter (1:4-5; 22:21)
 Whole book is a letter, not just chapters 2-3

» Like other NT letters, Revelation is situational

* The central theme may be overcoming

Revelation 2-3 Revelation 12:11 Revelation 21:7

“He who overcomes

Promise to those Believers “overcame
who “overcome” him [Satan] by the
at end of the blood of the Lamb
seven messages and by the word of

will inherit all this,
and | will be his God
and he will be my
son”

in chapters 2-3 their testimony; they
did not love their
lives so much as to
shrink from death”




A prophetic letter (1:3; 22:6-7, 10, 18-19)

“Blessed is the one who reads the words of this prophecy, and

blessed are those who hear it and take to heart what is written
In It, because the time is near.” —Revelation 1:3

* Includes both prediction and proclamation with an emphasis on
proclamation.

» Revelation is not just about the future; it is about what God wants in the
here and now.

« An “unsealed” or open book (22:10)



A prophetic-apocalyptic letter

“The revelation [apocalypsis] of Jesus Christ, which God gave
him to show his servants what must soon take place. He made

It known by sending his angel to his servant John.
—Revelation 1:3

« “Apocalyptic”

Literature in which God promises to intervene in human
history to overthrow evil and establish his kingdom

Intensified form of Hebrew prophecy written during time of
crisis
Ezekiel, Daniel, Zechariah in the OT

Abundance of strange and bizarre images (picture
language)



What Is the purpose of Revelation?

— Readers enter the symbolic world created by
the images of Revelation to get heavenly
perspective on their own world.

— Revelation uses prophetic counter-images to
answer the question: “Who is Lord?”

— Main message: “God is winning and ultimately
will win in a manner that all will see!”



Interpreting Revelation

— Traditional approaches:

) [
* Preterist )
e Historicist > (I(]Illl]lllBS
* Futurist SI(:?::;I:;II:S
o |dealist
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Interpreting Revelation — Excursus
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Interpreting Revelation — Excursus

Revelation delivers to its original audience
and no less to us today the resounding
and triumphant assurance that behind the
scenes of history, the kingdom of God Is
In power and Jesus Christ the King of
kings Is on his Father’s throne executing
his sovereign judgment over the world.



Interpreting Revelation — Excursus

Revelation is not essentially about national or
ethnic Israel but about Christ's kingship and
Lordship over all, and his ultimate triumph over all
His enemies. And those enemies are not just
Babylon, the Beast and the False Prophet
(whoever or whatever they might be) but the
Ancient Serpent (12:3, 9; 20:2, 7, 10), and Death
and Hades themselves (1:18; 6:8; 20:13-14, cf. 1
Cor. 15:26). The judgments of Revelation are
never linked in any clear way to Jews in Palestine,
but, with the exception of the judgment on
Babylon, are stated in universal terms (1:7; 6:15-
17;8:7-10, 13; 14:6, 15-16; 19:18; 20:12).



Interpreting Revelation — Excursus

Revelation is about God's reclamation of the world
He created, which has been corrupted by sin,
death, and the devil. The images of Revelation
take us back to a time long before Israel was an
entity, beyond the election of Abraham and his
seed to the very beginning, to Eden (2:7; 12:15;
20:2; 22:1-2, 14, 19) and before (13:8; 17:8),
when the concerns of creation and even of
redemption were universal. The progressive
narrowing of the focus of salvation in the covenant
with Abraham reached its apex in the one person
of Jesus Christ, his true seed.



Interpreting Revelation — Excursus

From this point on, the scope of God's work In
salvation begins its ever-widening course. Now
the proper arena of salvation is no longer Israel
and Palestine, but all nations and the world. The
satanic rebellion against Him is worldwide, and
the redemption He effects is worldwide.
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Guidelines for reading Revelation:

« Read Revelation with humility.

* Try to discover the message to the original
readers.

e Don’t try to detect a strict chronological map of
future events.

« Take Revelation seriously, but don’t always take it
literally.

e Pay attention when John identifies an image.

e Look to the OT and historical-cultural context when
Interpreting images and symbols.

« Above all, focus on the main idea and don’t press
all the detaills.



How does Revelation unfold?

— See Handout of Outline from Dr. C.E. Hill,
Professor of New Testament, RTS Orlando



Conclusion

— A prophetic-apocalyptic letter ...
— Using powerful picture language ...

— To comfort the suffering and warn the
comfortable.

— Revelation answers the question: “Who Is
_ord?”

— Revelation gives us the heavenly perspective
we need to overcome.

— God is winning and will ultimately win in a
manner that all will see!







